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The larger the topic a photog-
rapher chooses to take on, the
more that photographer must
concentrate on the details of the
nuances of life. A new exhibition
now on display at New York Uni-
versity's Tisch School of the Arts
entitled “Between Love and
Duty: Chinese Youth Culture” by
photographer Rian Dundon
accomplishes exactly that. The
2007 winner of the Tierney Fel-
lowship awarded by the Depart-
ment of Photography and Imag-
ing, Dundon lived in China from

the fall of 2005 through March of

2008, During that time, he

New exhibition documents China’s youth culture

moved past the clichés of China
that fill American society.

*l went there because | was
living in NYC at the time and
frustrated with my life here,”
the photographer said. *1 had
an offer to go teach English in
a small town in Hunan
Province and [ saw it as an
opportunity to immerse mysclf
and make a new body of work.
My first impressions were that
China is very different from
the way it i3 perceived and pre-
sented in the West,” he added.

The 16 large-scale black and
white photographs give the
viewer an intimate look into the
lives of young Chinese. This is
the firsi generation to come of
age since the one child family
planning law took effect in
1979. While China has emerged
as a global player and an eco-
nomic powerhouse, a whole gen-
eration of children without sib-
lings has grown up. The images
we see give us a glimpse into the
lives of these young people and
the challenges they face both to
conform as well as to express
their EI'II'.'ti'-.-';i{II_'II-'Il.jl}'.

“Almost everyvone in my pho-
tographs is someone | spent a
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long time with. They are all
close friends, people who I was
engaging with beyvond the act
of taking photos. Young people
were very receptive to me as a
foreigner. They wanted to tell
their stories,” Dundon said
about the process of working on

this project. I think a lot of

voung people feel lost in this
‘Mew China,’ passed over
almost by the
progress. It's hard to keep up
and there are a lot of demands
and expectations for these kids.
At the same time, they just
want to live life but li'u-'r:,.' are
bound to certain traditions and
demands from their parents,
Intimacy iz what I'm always
striving for in photography.”
And that is what we find
more than anyvthing: intimacy.
We see these young men and

speed  of

women in their bedrooms, hang-
ing out with each other and try-
ing to make their way in a coun-
try that is moving forward at a
breakneck speed while all the
time looking backward as well.
To immerse oneself into a for-
eign culture and to commit to
photographing a culture is a dif-
ficult challenge for any artist.
But the images that Dundon has
on display show a keen photo-
graphic eye and a great gift for
storyielling. If vou can't make it
to Beijing for the Olympics this
summer, seeing this exhibition
is not a bad substitute.

“Befween Love and Dty Chi-
nese Youth Culture” is on display
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays
ll'.?“ff lﬁ"l’”ﬂ noar fo -5 _|I'.|.J'H. SI’!!”?'—
days in the Gulf + Western
Gallery at 721 Broadway in
Manhattan., The exhibition is
open to the public and admission
iz free. For further information,
catl (212) 998-1930 or wvisit
wivw, phototisch.nyu.edu.



